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' CoUNCIL OF CENSORS, October 21, 1869. 
Mr, Reed introduced the following resolution, which was read and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary procure to be printed as soon as may be, seven hundred 
eopies of the proposed gmendments to the Constitution, the Articles of the present 
Constitution to be affected thereby, the ordinance of the Council and its address ; that 
tbe Secretary be directed to mail one copy of the same to the Town Clerk of each 
town in the State ; and deliver one copy to each member of the General Assembly, 
ten copies.to the Governor of the State, five copies to each member of the Council, and 
the balance to the State Librarian for the use of the State. 


ARTHUR CULVER, Secretary. 
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT TO THE CoNSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF VER- 
MONT PROPOSED BY THE COUNCIL OF CENSORS ON THE 22p DAY or 
OcToBER, A. D. 1869.. 


ARTICLE 1. 
Corporations shall not be created, nor their powers increased or 
diminished, by special laws, except for municipal purposes. 


ARTICLE 2. 

Sec. 1. The General Assembly shall meet on the first Wednes- 
day of October, biennially ; the first election shall be on the first 
Tuesday of September, A. D. 1870; and the first session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly on the first Wednesday of October, A.D 1870. 

Sec. 9. The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer of the 
State, Senators, Town Representatives, Assistant Judges of the 
County Court, Sheriffs, High Bailiffs, State's Attorneys, Judges of 
Probate, and Justices of the Peace, shall be elected biennially, on 
the first Tuesday of September, in the manner prescribed by the 
Constitution of the State. 


Sec. 3. The term of office of the Governor, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Treasurer of the State, respectively, shall commenee 
when they shall be chosen and qualified, and shall continue for the 
term of two years, or until their successors shall be chosen and 


qualified, or to the adjournment of the session of the Legislature, 


at which, by the Constitution and laws, their successors are 
required to be chosen, and not after such adjournment. 

Sec. 4. The term of office of Senators and Town Representa- 
tives shall be two years, commencing on the first Wednesday 
of October following their election. 

Sec. 5. The term of office of the Assistant Judges of the County 
Court, Sheriffs, High Bailiffs, State's Attorneys, Judges of Probate, 
and Justices of the Peace, shall be two years, and shall com- 
mence on the first day of December next after their election. 


ARTICLE 3. 
Whenever the office of Senator or Town Representative shall be- 
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come vacant-from any cause, the Legislature, may provide by law | 
for filling such vacancy. : 


| ARTICLE 4. . 0000 — E 
. Sec. 1. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be. appointed 
by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
Src. 2. The term of office of the J udges. of the Supreme Court 
shall be six years: provided that' under the first appointment made 
in pursuance of this section one-third of the Judges first appointed 
shall liold their offices for the period of six years ; ‘one-third thereof 
second in the order of appointment shall hold their offiées for the 
period of four years; and one-third thereof last in the order of 
appointment shall hold their offices for the period of two years. 
. Sze. 8. The Judgés of the Supreme Court shall-at stated times 
^ receive a reasonable compensation for their services, which shall 
not be diminished during the terms of iheir offices. . 


ARTICLE — 


'" (Proposed for adoption if Article two is apes and Article four is 
rejected.) `. 


The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected biennial- 
ly, and their term of office shall be two years. 


. ARTICLE 5. 
Hereafter womén shall be entitled to vote, and with. no other 
restrictions than n law shall i impose on men. 


ARTICLE 6. 

Sec. l. At the session of the General Assembly of this State, - 
“A. D. 1880, and at the session thereof every tenth year thereafter, 
the Senate may, by a vote of two-thirds of its memb2rs, make pro- 
-posals of Amendment to the Constitution of the State, which pro- 
posals of amendment, if concurred in by a majority of the members 
of the House of. Representatives, shall be entered on the journals 
;pf the: two Houses and, referred to the General ‘Assembly then 
next to be chosen, and be published in! in the principal newspapers 
of the State; and if a majority of the members of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives of the next following General 
Assembly shall, respectively, concur in the same proposals of 
amendment, or any of them, it shall be the duty of the General 
Assembly to submit the Proposte of amendment.so ponekod in 
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 4o.a direct vote of the freemen of the State; and such: of said ` i 
proposals of amendment .as shall receive a majority of the votes . 


'of the freemen voting thereon, shall become a pat of the Uonsti- : 
tution of this State. ^. Au ae: xS i 
Szo. 2, The General Assembly &hall direct the manner "of ea 
by the people ipon the proposed amendments; and enact all such 
laws as shall be necessary to procure a free and fair vote upon each 
` amendment proposed, and to- carry i into effvot all the prunas of 
g the preceding section, : : 
‘Sec. 3.*. The House of SRepresettuttvss shall have all the powers `- 
now possessed by the Council of Censors, to order impeachments, 
-- which, shall in dll. cases be by a vote of two-thirds of its members, - 
. See, 4. The forty-third section of the second part of the Con- 
stitution of this State is ape: rogated. S enc 
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Sec. 8. The house of répresentatives of the freemen of this 
State shàll consist of persons móst noted for wisdom and virtue; 
to be chosen -by ballot by the froomen of every town inthis State, 
respectively, on the first Tuesday of. September, annually, forever. 


‘Sec, 9. The representatives .so chosen, (a majority of whom 
shall constitute a quorum for transacting any other business than 
raising a state tax, for which two-thirds of the members elected shall 
be present,) shall meet on the second Thursday of the succeeding 
October, [and shall ‘be’ styled, The General Assembly of the 
State of, Vermont :] (Sée the second Article of Amendment,) They 
shall have power to choose their Speaker, [Secretary of State,] 
{ge the tenth Article of Amendment. >) their clerk and other necessa- 
ry officers of the house ; ; sit on their lown &djournmentá; ; prepare ~ 
bills and enact them into laws ; judge of the elections and qualifi- 
cations of their own members ; they may expel members, but not ~ 
for causes known to their constituents antecedent to their election ; 
they may administer oaths and affirmations in matters depending 
before them ; redress grievances; impeach State criminals ; grant 
ane cf incorporation ; constitute towns, borongha, cities and 


p 
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counties ; they may, annually, on their first session -after their - 
election [in. conjunction with the council] (or oftener if need be) 
elect judges of the supreme [and several county and probate] 
- courts, [sheriffs and justices of the peace] (see Article of Amend- _ 
- mendmen, from the fourteenth to the twentieth, both inchisive) and also 
: [with the council] may elect major generals and brigadier gener- 
‘als, from time to time as often as there shall be occasion ; aud 


' . 4hey shall have all other powers necessary for the legislature of a 


"free and sovereign State. But they shalt have no power to add to» - 
' alter, abolish, or infringe any part of this constitution. (See the - 
Articles of amendment which require the concurrent action of’ a senate 
` for the effectual exercise of most of the above mentioned powers, ) l 


rc, 21. Every man of the full age of twenty-one years, hav- 
ing resided in this state for the space of one whole year next be- 
. fore the election of representatives, and is of a quiet and peace- 
: able behavior, and will take the following oath or affirmation, shall 
- be entitled to all the privileges of a freeman of this state : 


“You solemnly swear (or affirm) that whenever you give your vote or^ 
suffrage touching any matter that concerns the state of Vermont, you ` 
will do it so as in your conscience you shall judge will most conduce to 
the best good of the same, as established by the constitution, without fear 

er favor of any man.’ (See the first article of amendment.) 


Sec. 48, In order that the freedom of this commonwealth may 
be preserved inviolate forever, there shall be chosen by a ballot, 
by the freemen of this state, on the last Wednesday in March, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and on the : 
last Wednesday in March in every seven years thereafter, thirteen 
persons, who shall be chosen in the same manner the council is’ 
chosen, except they shall not be out of the council or general as- 
sembly, to be called the council of censors, who shall meet together 
on the first Wednesday of June next ensuing their election, the ma- 
jority of whom shall be à quorum in every case, except as to call- 
inga convention, in which two-thirds of the whole number elected ' 
Shall agree; and whose duty it shall be to inquire whether the con- 

stitution has been preserved inviolate in every part during the last 
. Beptenary, (including the year of their sezyice,) and whether the 
legislative and executive branches of government have performed " 


their dii a8 Sern of the sabes or assumed to themselves; l 
orexercised, other or greater powers than they are entitled to by : 
the constitution. They are also to inquire whether the ptblictax ` 
es have. been justly laid and collected in all parts of this common- 
^ wealth; in what manner the public moneys have been disposed of, 
and whether the laws have been duly executed. _ For these pur- 
poses they shall have power to send for persons, papers and rer- 
ords ; they shall.have authority to pass public censures, to order 
impeachments; and to recommend to the Jegislature the repealing 
- such laws as shall appear to them to have been passed contrary to 
` :the principles of the constitution: these powers they shall con- 
tinue to have for and during the space of one year from the day of 
their election, and no longer. The: said comncil of censors shall 
_also have power to call a convention, to meet within two years 
` after their sitting, if there appears to them an absolute necessity 
- of amending any article of this constitution. which may be defec- 
tive, explaining such as may be thought not clearly expressed, 
and of adding such as are necessary for the preservation of the 
tights and happiness of the people. But the articles to bé 


` - amended, and the amendments proposed, and such articles as aré 


proposed to be added or abolished, shall: be promulgated at least 
six months before the:day appointed for. the election of such con- 
vention, forthe previous consideration of the people, that they may 
have an opportunity of instructing their delegates on the BORO: 
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 

reo IV. [The Senate shall be composed of thirty senators, to 
be of the freemen of the county for which they are elected, Tespéc- 
tively, who are thirty years of age or upwards, and to be annually 
elected by the freemen of each county respectively. Hach county 
shall be entitled te one senator, at least, and the remainder of thé 
‘senators shall be apportioned to the several counties according to 
their population, as the same was ascertained by the last census, 
taken under the authority of the United States—regard being 
always, had, in such apportionment, to the counties having the 
' greatest fraction, But the EOM counties shall, until PAGE the 
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next census of the United States, be entitled to elect; and have 
their senators, in.the following proportion, to wit: 

Bennington county, two; Windham county, three; Rutland 
county, three; Windsor county, four; Addison. county, three ; 
Orange county, three; Washington county; two; Chittenden 
county, two;. Caledonia county, two; Franklin county, three; 
Orleans county, one; Essex county, one; Grand Isle county, one, 

The legislature shall make a new apportionment of the senators, 
to the several counties, -after the taking of each census of the 
United States, or census taken for the purpose of such apportion- 
ment, by order of the government of this state, always regarding 
the above provisions in this article.] ^ (See the twenty-third article 
of amendment.) 


Art. V. The freemen of the Seini towns in each county shall 
annually give their votes for the senators apportioned to such 
: county at the same time and under the same regulations -as are 
. now provided for the election of eouncillors.* And the person or 


persons, equalin number to the number of senators apportioned- 


to such county, having the’ greatest number of legal votes in such 
` county, respectively, shall be the senator or senators. of such 
county, At every election of senators, after the votes shall have 
been taken, the constable or presiding officer, assisted by the 
selectmen and civil authority present, shall sort and count the said. 
votes, and make two lists of the names of each person, with the 
number of votes given for each annexed to his name, a record ot 
which shall be made in the town clerk’s office, and shall seal up 
gaid lists, separately, and write on each the name of the town, 
and these words, ‘Votes for Senator," or “Votes for Senators,” 
.as the case may be, one of which lists shall be „delivered by the 
` presiding officer to the representativo of said town, (if any,) and 


if none be chosen, to the representative of an adjoining town, to ` 
be transmitted to the president of the Senate; the other list, the. 


said presiding officer shall, within ten days, deliver to the clerk of 
the county court for the same county, and the clerk of each county 
court, respectively, or in case of. his absence or disability, the 


* Section 10 of Part II. ' , : EE" 


yg. 


sheriff of such -county,-or in case of the absence or disability of 5 
both, the high bailiff of such county, on the tenth day after such ` 
election shall publicly ‘open, sort and. count said votes, and.make - 
a record of the same, in the office of the clerk of such. county 
court,.a copy of which he shall transmit to the Senate ; and shall 
also, within ten days thereafter, transmit to the person or persons 
elected a certificate of his or their election. Provided, however, 
that the general assembly shall have power to regulate by law the | 
mode of balloting for senators, within, the several Counties, and to 
prescribe the means, and the manner by which the result of the 
balloting shall be ascertained, arid- through which the senators | 
chosen shall be certified of their election, and for filling all vacan- 
cies in the senate, which shall happen by death, resignation or ] 
otherwise. But they shall not have power to apportion the sena: 
tors to the several counties, otherwise than according to the pop- 
ulation thereof, agreeably to the provisions hereinbefore ordained. 


Amr. X, The secretary of state, and all officers whose elections 
are not otherwise provided for, and who, under the existing pro- . 
visions of the constitution, are elected by the council and house. 
. of representatives, shall, hereafter, be elected by the senate and 
house of representatives, in joint assembly, at which the presiding 

. officer of the senate shall preside, and such presiding officer in 
such joint assembly shall have a casting vote, and no other, . 


l yt XIX. - All the, officers named in the preceding articles of 

` amendment (Articles 14 to 18) shall be annually elected by ballot, 
;and shall hold their offices for oné year, said; year comméncing on 
the first day of December next: after their election. 


Art, XXI. The term of office of the governor, lieutenant gov- 
ernor, and treasurer of the state, respectively, shall commence 
when they shall be chosen and qualified, and shall continue for the- 
term of‘ one: year, or until their sticcessors shall be chosen and 
qualified, or to the adjournment of the ‘session of the legislature, 
at which, , by the constitution and laws, their successors ‘are re- 

quiréd to: be chosen, and not after such adjournment. And the - 
. legislatare shall provide, by general law, declaring what officer 
shall act as governor whenever there shall be a vacancy in both 
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_the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, occasioned by a 
failure to elect, or by the removal from office, or -by the death, 


, resignation, or inability of both governor aüd lieutenant governor, 


to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of the office of 
governor; and such officer, so designated, shall exercise the pow- 
ers and discharge the duties appertaining to the office of governor; 
accordingly, until the.disability -shall be removed, or à governor 
shall be elected .—And in case there Shall be a vacancy in the office 
of treasurer, by reason of any of the causes enumerated, the gov- 
ernor shall appoint a treasurer for the time being, who shall act 
. as treasurer until the disability 'shall be removed, or anew elec- 
tion shall be made. 

Arr. XXIII. The senate shall be eae of thirty. senatois, to 
be of the freemen of the county for which they are elected, re- 
spectively, who shall have attained the age of thirty years, and 
they shall be elected mustaly by the freemen of each county re- 
spectively. 


The senators shall be E to the several counties, ac. : 


cording to the population, as ascertained by the census taken un- 


der the authority of congress in the year 1840, regard being al — 


ways had, in such apportionment, to the counties having the larg- 
est fraction, and giving to each county at least one senator. 

The legislature shall make a new apportionment of the senators 
to the several counties, after the taking of each census of the 
United States, or after a census taken for the purpose of such ap- 
portionment, under the àuthority of this state, always regarding 
the above provisions of this article. 


v 


: In Covneti. or Cani 
Montpelier, October 22, A. D. 1869. 


We "m certify that the above are Articles of Amendment to 
the Constitution of the Statė of Vermont proposed by said Council, 
and Articles of the present Constitution affected by.said proposed 
amendments ; ; and the same are hereby promulgated ‘by order of 
said Council. 


. STATE OF VERMON T, ons, | 


CHARLES K. FIELD, RENT 
ARTHUR CULVER, Secretary.. l 


, 
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oot, a ORDINANCE. 


. STATE OF VERMONT, — ^) a 
A In Counc, oF Cunaons, 
07 ie | Montpelier, October 22, A; D; 1869; 


The Council having ‘determined tó propose certain. amendments 
= tothe Constitution of the State,and to call a eck to eon- 

sider such amendments : Therefore, . a 

Iris oRDERED, by said Council that a Convention of the mobile 
uf the State of Vermont shall meet at the State House in Mont- 
pelier on the second Wednesday of June, A. D. 1870, at ten 
: o'clock in the forenoon, to consider the said proposed amendments 
. and adopt the samé, or such parts thereof as the said Conyention 
Shall deem necessary to preserve the peace and happiness of the 
l people of this State. 


' And for the purpose of Sie tina delegates to atterid said Con. 
vention, the first constable of each organized town in this Sfate, 
or, in his absence, the town: clerk, or in the absence of both, one ` 
of. the selectmen of each town, without further order, shall set up 
a notification in writing, at such place or places as shall have been 
designated by such town for notifying town meetings, át least 
twelve days before the second Tuesday of May, A. D., 1870, 
warning the freemen of such town to meet on the said second - 
Tuesday of May, A. D..1870, at ten o'clock in the forenoon at the 
place where the last Freemen’s Meeting was held in ‘auch town, far 
. the purpose of electing a delegate to represent the freemen of such 
_ town in said Convention j—and at UR of angh meeting this 
ordinance shall be püblicly read. 


- And the &amé officer shall pioside at said meeting as is required 
_ by law to preside at Freemen’s Meeting, and. shall call on: the free- 
men ‘of such towh for the space of four hours to give in their 
votes for such delegate ; which -votes shall be given and received 
` in the same manner and under the same regnlations as are by law 
. provided for electing representatives to the General Assembly. ~ 
And at the expiration of said time the votes so taken shall be 
sorted and counted by the presiding officer and such of the select- 
‘men and | justices of the peace of such town as shall be present, 


~~ 
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-and if no person shall have a majority of all the votes given, the - - 
presiding officer ‘shall so inform the freemen, and call on them as 
aforesaid, giving a reasonable time ‘only for receiving their votes, 
and so-continue from. time to time to receive and count the votes, 
until an election of a delegate shall be made. l , 


And when an election shall be made, as aforesaid, it shall be the 
: duty of the presiding officer of the meeting to declare the same, 
and to deliver to the person elected a certificate of the following 
tenor, to wit: ` .. 


STATE OF VERMONT, x : 

| County, ss. | Ata Freemen’s Meeting warned and 
holden at —- in pursuance of an ordinance of 
the Council of Censors, on the second Tuesday of May, A. D. 
1870, . i , was elected a delegate by a 
majority of the freemen present to represent the people of the 
town of , in a State Convention to be held 
at Montpelier on the second Wednesday of June, A. D. 1810, to 
consider certain amendments to the Constitution of this State pro- 
posed by the said Council of Censors in October last. 


- - 


Given under my hand at - this . day 
of May, A. D. 1870. 


ee First Coiistable 
and Presiding Officer. 


And the said certificate shall be a sufficient credential -of the 
election of such person. 


Done in Council at Montpelier the aay. and year über written. 
| CHARLES K. FIELD, President. 
ARTHUR CULVER, ENEN 
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ADDRESS. 


' COUNCIL or Censors, 
Montpelier, October 22, A. D, 1860. 


To rae Propre or tax SvATE or VERMONT: 

"The Council of Censors elected by the freemen of the State on 
the last Wednesday of March, A. D. 1869, have concluded their 
labors and have called a Convention. to be holden on the second 
Wednesday of June, A. D. 1870, to act upon certain amendments 
to the Constitution which they have promulgated, 

"The Council are not unanimous upon the policy of adopting all 
the proposed amendments, They have submitted those proposi- 
tions óf amendment on which they believe the people desire to act. 
‘The reasons for making the proposals of amendment have been 
substantially set forth in the reports of the several committees 


which have been so extensively published that it is not deemed M 
` necessary to repeat those reasons here. 


The integrity and intelligence of the people are a sufficient 
guaranty that none of these proposals of amendment will find a 
placé in tbe Constitution except “such as are necessary for thé 
preservation of the rights and happiness of the people." 

The Council have also performed the other duties imposed on 
them by the Constitution, and their action and recommendations 
' will be found in the reports of their Committees and in the pub- 
‘lished proceedings of the Council, to Nen the people are HEUS 
respectfully referred, 

By order of the Council of Censors, 
CHARLES K. FIELD, President, 
ARTHUR CULVER, Secretary. : 
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